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lines of the Capitol Park located and staked out, and my
work fairly started.

Soon after this, the postmaster, John Catlin, was suddenly
called to New York, and it became necessary for him to
appoint a deputy to act during his absence. Having served
in that capacity under my father, in my native town, I was
familiar with the laws and regulations of the post-office de-
partment, so I was duly appointed, and found no difficulty
in conducting the affairs of the office during Catlin’s pro-
tracted absence. AsInow remember, we had mails brought
on horseback from Milwaukee, Mineral Point, and Green
Bay, once or twice a week. The post-office consisted of a
small case of pigeon holes, closed by doors, standing on
one end of the counter, in the only store then in operation.
This was store, saloon, and post-office, all in one, and was
the lounging place of the workmen after finishing the day’s
labor. The building, a one-story frame, without lath or
plaster, was, as I afterwards learned, built and owned by
Simeon Mills, and was one of the four buildings then stand-
ing — the other three being: a log house south of the park,
near the bank of Third Lake; a large one-and-a-half story
frame boarding house and tavern, the entire upper floor
being one bare room, with rows of beds on each side, under
the eaves, and a passage-way through the middle, barely
high enough to allow a man to stand erect; and a small
frame office, for the use of Commissioner Bird; these com-
prised all the improvements of which Madison could then
boast.

The ground between Third and Fourth lakes was covered
with a moderately heavy growth of timber, and an under-
growth of hazel and other bushes, quite dense in some places.
In proceeding with the survey, it became necessary to clear
away every thing that obstructed the sight along the lines
to be located and measured; so thatthe work required much
more time to complete than would have been necessary on
an open prairie; but nothing occurred to check our prog-
ress until the area covered by the plat given me to work
from had all been surveyed and properly staked off.



